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Minutes of British Showjumping Annual General Meeting held on Monday, 12 June 2017 at The Best 
Western Windmill Village Hotel (Pickford Suite), Birmingham Road, Coventry, CV5 9AL 

 
Present: Les Harris (Chairman) – Non Executive Board Director 
 Iain Graham (Chief Executive) - Executive Board Director 
 Julia Biddle – Showjumping Specific - Non Executive Board Director 

Stuart McInnes, MBE – Legal and Governance - Non Executive Board Director 
 Kirsty Pearce – Showjumping Specific - Non Executive Board Director 

Jenny Quirke – Finance - Non Executive Board Director 
 Alison Rankin Frost – Communications and PR - Non Executive Board Director 
  
In Attendance: Steve Halkett – Wright Hassall Solicitors 
 Richard Lane – Wright Hassall Solicitors 

Mark Bullock – Murphy Salisbury (Auditors) 
Nicky McMurdo, Executive Assistant to CEO 

 
Apologies: Rod Kohler – Sponsorship and Marketing - Non Executive Board Director 
 John Jacks 
 Terri Hill 
 Matt Millin 
  
  

25 members including Board members and staff were in attendance at the meeting.   
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
 
As a quorum was present the Chairman declared the meeting open and started formal proceedings.   

 
The notice of the meeting, together with explanatory notes, was mailed to members on 18 May 2017 and 
the requisite notice of the meeting had been given.  The Chairman asked for the consent of those present 
that the notice of the meeting should be taken as read.  This was agreed.   

 
1) To receive the Chairman’s statement and Report of the Board and the Audited Financial 

Statements for the year ended 31 December 2016. 
The Chairman’s statement and Report of the Board and the Audited Financial Statements for the year ended 
31 December 2016 had been available on the Association’s website since 18 May 2017 and were formally 
tabled.   
 

2) To Reappoint the Auditors 
The Board recommended that Murphy Salisbury be re-appointed as Auditors.  All Members in favour of re-
appointing Murphy Salisbury as Auditors were asked to raise their hand.  With a majority vote to reappoint 
Murphy Salisbury as Auditors for British Showjumping the motion was carried.   

 
 

3) To Authorise the Directors to agree the remuneration of the Auditors 
Members present were asked to raise their hands if they were in favour for the Directors to agree the 
remuneration of the Auditors.  With a majority vote, the motion to authorise the Directors to agree the 
remuneration of the Auditors was carried.   
 
The Chairman reported the conclusion of the formal business of the meeting.   
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4) To receive questions from members submitted to the Company Secretary 14 days prior to the 

meeting.   
 
Andrew Millin, Lancashire 

Q: ‘Please could you tell me the exact process of how Second Round qualifiers are allocated to centres 
and events.  I would ask you to be specific when it comes to naming individuals or committees who are 
responsible for these decisions and what criteria a centre or event must fulfil in order to have a qualifier 
allocated to their event’ 
 
A:  Second Round qualifiers are allocated to venues by the National Sport Committee.  For specialist 
shows a tendering process may be required whereby all applications are reviewed in terms of suitability 
of show centre facilities, geographical position, Arena, Stabling, Lorry Parking, Catering and 
entertainment together with ascertaining that the venue is already operating at the level of show that is 
being tendered.   
 

5) Sport Update / Presentation – Iain Graham, Chief Executive 
A presentation addressed by the Chief Executive was made to the meeting.  The success in Rio of Nick 
Skelton and Big Star’s individual Olympic Gold Medal gave a platform for British Showjumping to build on 
in future.  It had recently been confirmed that Equestrian Sports will remain in the Olympic Games in Tokyo 
and in 2024.  From 2020 teams will be made up of 3 horse/rider combinations as opposed to the previous 
4.   
 
The Just for Schools initiative continues to be a success and Training Shows are currently in discussion 
with members and show organisers whereby it is hoped to have the process finalised and rolled out in the 
Autumn.   
 
2017 will see The National Championships hosted at Stoneleigh Park for the third year.  The format has 
now settled with three Arena’s being used, two on a surface and one on grass.  The Winter Championships 
were held at Addington Equestrian Centre at the eleventh hour following the event cancellation at the Excel 
Arena in London.  Work is continuing with Addington to run the Winter Championships again in 2018.   
 
The Judges App is being rolled out to all British Showjumping Officials which will provide British 
Showjumping with a full record of horses and ponies winnings and faults which will bring us in line with the 
FEI.   
 
Steward’s recruitment continues and various Officials conferences and assessments will be held around 
the country throughout the year.   
 
The Performance Department has been restructured with Anna Garside heading the team supported by 
Jane Hancox and Gemma Broad.   
 
British Equestrian Federation (BEF) has seen the appointment of a new Chairman (Joanne Shaw) and 
Chief Executive (Clare Salmon) and Gordon Burton has taken over the role of Performance Director.  The 
focus is on Tokyo 2020 and the first qualifying opportunity will be next year in North Carolina at the World 
Equestrian Games.   
 
Governance continues to be high on the agenda for Sport, which ensures safeguarding, data information 
sharing, drug testing and welfare are of paramount importance to all respective sport governing bodies.   
 
On conclusion of the Sport Presentation the floor was opened for questions from members which were duly 
answered by The Chairman, Chief Executive and Board Directors.   
 


